
Fisheries Management Zone 12

96 Fishing Regulations Summary 2026

0
10

20
30

40
50

km

±

Ot
ta

wa 
R.

Rideau R.

Ot
ta

w
a 

R
.

La
ke

 N
ip

is
si

ng

  L
ak

e
Ti

m
is

ka
m

in
g

8

11

15

18
20

JO
CK

O RI
VE

RS

AL
GO

NQ
UI

N

M
AT

TA
W

A
RI

VE
R

Ba
nc

ro
ft

Br
ac

eb
rid

ge

Bu
rk

's
Fa

lls

Ka
na

ta

Ca
rle

to
n

Pl
ac

e
Co

rn
w

al
l

Ke
m

pt
vi

lle

Ro
ck

la
nd

Ca
ss

el
m

an

De
ep

 R
iv

er

Re
nf

re
w

Pe
rt

h

Pe
m

br
ok

e

Ba
rr

y'
s 

Ba
y

M
at

ta
w

a

Ar
np

rio
r

Ot
ta

w
a

M
ar

te
n

Ri
ve

r

Po
w

as
sa

n

No
rt

h
Ba

y

Pe
ta

w
aw

a

Ha
ile

yb
ur

y

So
ut

h
Ri

ve
r

Hu
nt

sv
ill

e

Ki
os

k

Sm
ith

s
Fa

lls

Te
m

ag
am

i

Eg
an

vi
lle

Ne
w

Li
sk

ea
rd

M
or

ris
bu

rg

Or
lé

an
s

Ne
pe

an
W

hi
tn

ey

Ha
w

ke
sb

ur
y

Ha
lib

ur
to

n

8963

8960

8935

8911

8928

89178911

8917

8941

897

8915

8962

:;14
1

:;41
7

:;40
1

:;11
8

:;40
0

:;13
8

:;12
4

:;12
7

:;13
2

:;41
6

Ot
ta

wa 
R.

Rideau R.

Ot
ta

w
a 

R
.

La
ke

 N
ip

is
si

ng

  L
ak

e
Ti

m
is

ka
m

in
g

8

11

15

18
20

12
On

ta
rio

 P
or

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
Ot

ta
w

a
Ri

ve
r a

nd
 L

ak
e 

Ti
m

is
ka

m
in

g

JO
CK

O RI
VE

RS

AL
GO

NQ
UI

N

M
AT

TA
W

A
RI

VE
R

Ba
nc

ro
ft

Br
ac

eb
rid

ge

Bu
rk

's
Fa

lls

Ka
na

ta

Ca
rle

to
n

Pl
ac

e
Co

rn
w

al
l

Ke
m

pt
vi

lle

Ro
ck

la
nd

Ca
ss

el
m

an

De
ep

 R
iv

er

Re
nf

re
w

Pe
rt

h

Pe
m

br
ok

e

Ba
rr

y'
s 

Ba
y

M
at

ta
w

a

Ar
np

rio
r

Ot
ta

w
a

M
ar

te
n

Ri
ve

r

Po
w

as
sa

n

No
rt

h
Ba

y

Pe
ta

w
aw

a

Ha
ile

yb
ur

y

So
ut

h
Ri

ve
r

Hu
nt

sv
ill

e

Ki
os

k

Sm
ith

s
Fa

lls

Te
m

ag
am

i

Eg
an

vi
lle

Ne
w

Li
sk

ea
rd

M
or

ris
bu

rg

Or
lé

an
s

Ne
pe

an
W

hi
tn

ey

Ha
w

ke
sb

ur
y

Ha
lib

ur
to

n

Le
ge

nd
Se

tt
le

m
en

t

M
in

ist
ry

 W
or

k 
Ce

nt
re

M
aj

or
 R

oa
d

M
aj

or
 R

ai
lw

ay

Zo
ne

 B
ou

nd
ar

y

M
aj

or
 L

ak
e

Pr
ot

ec
te

d 
Ar

ea

Al
go

nq
ui

n 
Pa

rk
•

Li
ve

 fi
sh

 m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

us
ed

 a
s 

ba
it 

or
 p

os
se

ss
ed

 fo
r u

se
 a

s b
ai

t
•

Di
p 

ne
ts

 a
nd

 b
ai

tfi
sh

 tr
ap

s m
ay

no
t b

e 
us

ed
 to

 h
ar

ve
st

 b
ai

tfi
sh

Th
e 

Zo
ne

 1
2 

bo
un

da
ry

 e
xt

en
ds

 a
cr

os
s t

he
 m

ou
th

s o
f t

rib
ut

ar
ie

s,
 e

xc
ep

t t
he

 M
ad

aw
as

ka
 a

nd
 M

iss
iss

ip
pi

 
Ri

ve
rs

 w
he

re
 th

e 
bo

un
da

ry
 e

xt
en

ds
 u

ps
tr

ea
m

 to
 th

e 
fir

st
 d

am
.

Re
m

em
be

r t
ha

t r
eg

ul
ati

on
s d

iff
er

 b
et

w
ee

n 
O

nt
ar

io
 a

nd
 Q

ué
be

c 
w

at
er

s.
  A

ng
le

rs
 a

re
 re

sp
on

sib
le

 to
 

en
su

re
 th

ey
 a

re
 o

be
yi

ng
 th

e 
re

gu
la

tio
ns

 o
f t

he
 w

at
er

s w
he

re
 th

ey
 a

re
 fi

sh
in

g.

12 Zone 12



97 Fishing Regulations Summary 2026

Zone 12

  
   

  

  
 

  
  

 
 
  

 

 
 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  
 

 

  

  

  
  

 

  
  

 

General Information 
• Refer to General Fishing Regulations for more information on how to use this summary. 
• Refer to the Boundary Waters section for information on licences and limits in boundary waters 

and remember that regulations differ between Ontario and Quebec. Anglers are responsible to 
ensure they are obeying the regulations of the waters where they are fishing. 

• American Eel is a specially protected species and may not be caught or possessed under a Recreational 
Fishing Licence. 

• The following species are not present in this Zone and are closed to fishing all year: Pacific Salmon. 
• FMZ 12 is the Ottawa River. Baitfish and leeches that are both dead and preserved can be transported 

into and out of BMZs and the Ottawa River. 
• Baitfish and leeches that are not both dead and preserved may be transported out of: 

• an adjacent Bait Management Zone and used in the Great Lakes 
• the Great Lakes only to be disposed of immediately more than 30 m from the water. 

Refer to Bait (p.20) for more details. 

Zone-wide Seasons and Limits 

Zone-wide seasons and limits apply to all 
waters in the Zone except for the specific waters 
and species listed in the Species Exceptions, 
Waterbody Exceptions and Fish Sanctuaries 

Aggregate Limits for Trout and Salmon 
(including Splake) 

Limits: S-5 and C-2; total daily catch and 
possession limit for all trout and salmon 
species combined 

Atlantic Salmon 
Season: Friday before fourth Saturday 
in April to September 30 
Limits: S-1 and C-0 

Brook Trout 
Season: Friday before fourth Saturday 
in April to September 30 
Limits: S-5 and C-2 

Brown Trout and Rainbow Trout 
Season: Friday before fourth Saturday
 in April to September 30 
Limits: S-5 and C-2 

Channel Catfish 
Season: open all year 
Limits: S-12 and C-6 

Crappie 
Season: open all year 
Limits: S-30 and C-10 

Lake Sturgeon 
Season: closed all year 

Lake Trout and Splake 
Season: Friday before fourth Saturday in 
April to September 30 
Limits: S-2 and C-1; must be greater than 45 cm 

Lake Whitefish 
Season: open all year 
Limits: S-12 and C-6 

Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass combined 
Season: Friday before fourth Saturday 
in June to November 30 
Limits: S-6 and C-2 

Muskellunge 
Season: Friday before third Saturday 
in June to December 15 
Limits: S-1; must be greater than 
137 cm, and C-0 

Northern Pike 
Season: January 1 to March 31 and 
Friday before third Saturday in May to 
December 31 
Limits: S-6 and C-2 

Sunfish 
Season: open all year 
Limits: No limit 

Walleye and Sauger combined 
Season: January 1 to March 31 and 
Friday before third Saturday in May to 
December 31 
Limits: S-5 and C-2; must be less than 40 cm 
from March 1 to June 15 
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Yellow Perch 
Season: open all year  
Limits: S-50 and C-25 

Species Exceptions 

American Shad 

Season: open all year 
Limits: S-5 and C-2 

•  Ottawa River - below Carillon Dam 
to Pointe Fortune 

Fish Sanctuaries 

No fishing - March 1 to Thursday before third 
Saturday in May 

• Lac des Chats (Ottawa River), Madawaska 
River and Mississippi River - including waters 
of the Madawaska River downstream from 
the Arnprior Generating Station, Ottawa 
River from Dochart Creek to the lighthouse 
(45°27'03"N, 76°21'02"W) and then east 
following the inter-provincial boundary to the 
south end of the CNR bridge at Lavergne Point 
(West Carleton Township), and the Mississippi 
River downstream from the Generating 
Station at the town of Galetta 

No fishing - March 15 to June 15 
• Lake Timiskaming (Ottawa River) -

Harris Township, Sutton Bay 
No fishing - April 1 to June 15 

• Lac la Cave (Ottawa River) - from the 
Lake Timiskaming dam downstream to 
a line drawn due east from the southernmost 
point of land at the mouth of Fournier Creek 
in Poitras Township 

No fishing - April 1 to Thursday before second 
Friday in May 

• Ottawa River - between the Quebec Carillon 
Power House and Pointe Fortune 

No fishing - April 1 to Friday before third 
Saturday in May 

• Muskrat River - Renfrew County, from 
Highway 17 downstream through the City 
of Pembroke to its confluence with the 
Ottawa River 

FISH WITH 
YOUR FAMILY… 
During FREE Family Fishing Days 

ONTARIO FAMILY FISHING WEEKEND 
February 14-16, 2026 

ONTARIO MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND 
May 9-10, 2026 

ONTARIO FATHER’S DAY WEEKEND 
June 20-21, 2026 

ONTARIO FAMILY FISHING WEEK 
June 27 – July 5, 2026 

ontariofamilyfshing.com 

NATIONAL FISHING WEEK 
June 27 – July 5, 2026 
Celebrate recreational fshing.  Look  for  retailer  discounts and special  
fshing events and get your FREE booklet by calling 1-877-822-8881. 
catchfshing.com 

Association canadienne de l'industrie de la pêche sportive 

ONTARIO FAMILY FISHING EVENTSONTARIO FAMILY FISHING EVENTS 

http://www.ontariofamilyfishing.com/
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